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December through February usually has 
sightings relegated to the southern states 
and this winter was no different, with all but 
one of the sightings received coming from 
Florida and Texas.  This winter was colder 
than normal in the south and southern Texas 
had its most severe freeze in the past twenty 
years.  This unusual combination resulted in 
the fewest number of winter sightings being 
received at the Sightings page since NABA 
started this feature in 2000.  

Twenty species were still flying in 
the Chekika portion of Everglades, FL on 
December 6, 2009 (J. Monroe) including a 
Martial Scrub-Hairstreak and a Red-banded 
Hairstreak. Some butterflies were present in 
abundance, including 36 Julia Heliconians 
and 40 Zebra Heliconians. Three Miami 
Blues were found on December 7 at Bahia 
Honda State Park, FL (S. & K. Heeter).  The 
Miami Blue colony at Bahia Honda State Park 
appears to be in serious trouble.  An additional  
ten species were seen, including 2 Mangrove 
Buckeyes, and a Mangrove Skipper.

Brazilian Skippers were amazingly 
abundant on December 13 at Port of the 
Islands Gun Club, FL (S. & K. Heeter) where 
more than 100 of them were observed.  Also 
seen there were 50 Barred Yellows.  Highway 
41 on the northern edge of the Everglades 
in Florida produced 14 species of butterflies 
on December 29 including a Mallow Scrub-
Hairstreak and a Fulvous Hairstreak (D. 
Reese, M. Reese).  Miami Blues were 
flying again on January 23 at Bahia Honda 
State Park, FL (J. Monroe) with three being 
observed, including a mated pair. 

There were few submissions outside of 
Florida for this period with only three sighting 
including a photo of a mated pair of Hawaiian 

Blues taken on January 17 (J. Snyder). This 
was the first mated pair of this species that he 
has seen in his nine years in Hawaii. 

Other sightings included a Golden-
headed Scallopwing that was photographed 
on February 20 at San Isidro, TX (C. Traylor).  
See the article about the groundbreaking 
ceremonies at the National Butterfly Center 
(page 4) for reports of some butterflies seen 
there the week of January 23.

  The first butterfly of the year reported 
from the north was a Milbert’s Tortoiseshell 
stretching its’ wings on February 21 on 
Rutledge Road, east of Sydenham, ON 
(Ontario Butterflies Google Group: B. Ripley).

Whether you see an unusual butterfly, an 
early or late sighting of a common species, 
or have a whole list of the species that you 
have seen, we would appreciate hearing from 
you. Please send your butterfly sightings to 
sightings@naba.org.  With the advent of the 
Butterflies I’ve Seen Web Site, those who 
record your sightings to that site can also just 
click on “email trip” and send it to the address 
above. Your sightings will go into the larger 
database and will be available for others to see 
on the Recent Sightings web page.   

C
at Traylor

Opposite page top: A mated pair of 
Hawaiian Blues. Jan. 17, 2010. Mau’ mae 
Ridge Trail, Oahu, HI.

Opposite page bottom: Golden-headed 
Scallopwings are uncommon in the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley. Feb. 20, 2010. San 
Isidro, Starr Co., TX.
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