
Become More the Explorer For the Love of Butterflies
Please photocopy this membership application form and pass it along 
to friends and acquaintances who might be interested in NABA

Yes! I want to join NABA, the North American Butterfly Association,  
and receive American Butterflies and The Butterfly Gardener and/or contribute to 
building the premier butterfly garden in the world, NABA Butterfly Park.  The Park, 
located on approximately 100 acres of land fronting the Rio Grande River in Mission, 
Texas uses native trees, shrubs and wildflowers to create a spectacular natural butterfly 
garden that importantly benefits butterflies, an endangered ecosystem and the people of 
the Rio Grande Valley.

Name:  ________________________________________________________________________
        
Address:  ______________________________________________________________________
  
______________________________________________________________________________
       
Special Interests (circle): Listing, Gardening, Observation, Photography,  Conservation,
     Other                           _________________________________________________________
Tax-deductible dues enclosed (circle): Regular $30 ($60 outside U.S., Canada or Mexico), Family $40 ($80 
outside North Am.). Special sponsorship levels:  Copper $50;  Skipper $100; Admiral $250; Monarch $1000. 
Institution/Library subscription to all annual publications $50 ($80 outside U.S., Canada or Mexico).  
Special tax-deductible contributions to NABA (please circle): $125, $200, $1000, $5000.  
Mail checks (in U.S. dollars) to: NABA, 4 Delaware Rd., Morristown, NJ 07960

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS
American Butterflies welcomes the unsolicited sub-
mission of articles to: Editor, American Butterflies, 
NABA, 4 Delaware Rd., Morristown, NJ 07960.  We 
will reply to your submission only if accepted and 
we will be unable to return any unsolicited articles, 
photographs, artwork, or other material, so please 
do not send materials that you would want returned. 
Articles may be submitted in any form, but those on 
disks in word for windows 7.0 are preferred. For the 
type of articles, including length and style, that we 
publish, refer to issues of American Butterflies.

ADVERTISING
American Butterflies welcomes advertising. Rates are the 
same for all advertisers, including NABA members, offi-
cers and directors. For more information, please write us 
at: American Butterflies, 4 Delaware Road, Morristown,  
NJ  07960, or  telephone,  973-285-0907, or fax 973-
285-0936  for current rates and closing dates.

MEMBERSHIP SERVICES
If you have questions about missing magazines, 
membership expiration date, change of address, etc., 
please write to: NABA, 4 Delaware Rd., Morriston, 
NJ 07960 or email to naba@naba.org.

Occasionally, members send membership dues twice. 
Our policy in such cases, unless instructed differently, is 
to extend membership for an additional year.

NABA sometimes exchanges or sells its membership 
list to like-minded organizations that supply services or 
products that might be of interest to members.  If you 
would like your name deleted from membership lists we 
supply others, please write and so inform: 
NABA Membership Services, 4 Delaware Rd., Morris-
town, NJ 07960
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Most people who are butterfliers really enjoy 
seeing butterflies!  Some of them would like to see 
and/or photograph all of the kinds of butterflies 
found in their area, or their state, or their country, 
or their world. 

So, there is a strong tendency to focus on 
oft-visited spots where particular butterflies, 
especially hard-to-find species, are known to 
occur.  This is understandable and also has the 
virtue of providing a steady stream of eyeballs 
to monitor the populations of butterflies at these 
spots.  One of the recurring features of this 
magazine is the Definitive Destinations series, 
which helps butterfliers to learn about known 
butterfly hot spots and how best to navigate 
within them when the butterflier visits the area.  

But, let’s not lose track of the importance of 
exploration. If you have young children or, like 
me, a young grandchild, then you are probably 
familiar with Dora the Explorer.  In each episode 
Dora and her companions, a monkey, a squirrel 
and an iguana, among others, set out on an 
adventure and explore new territory.  To help 
them, they have a magical “map” that shows 
them hidden pathways to the places that they 
seek. Amazingly, they always succeed! 

There are about 2.3 billion acres of land in 
the United States, 2.5 billion acres in Canada 
and 0.5 billion acres in Mexico.  That’s a lot of 
land to explore for butterflies.   Because many 
butterfly species are normally found in special 
microhabitats one may have to explore every 
nook and cranny of a landscape to be sure that 
one really has encountered all of the butterfly 
species normally inhabiting that area.  

For example, Ward Pound Ridge Reservation 
in Westchester County, New York contains 
about 4700 acres of mainly woodlands and open 
meadows.  From 1984 through 1993, the years 
when I lived in Westchester County, I searched 
for butterflies at Ward Pound Ridge Reservation 
almost every week.  So far as I could tell, the only 
place where Silvery Checkerspots were found 
within this preserve was at a single spot at the top 

of a hill where woodland sunflowers grew.  The 
extent of this area was less than one-quarter of an 
acre.  Look back at the land areas for the United 
States, Canada and Mexico and you’ll see that 
exploring these areas, one acre at a time, will be 
quite an undertaking.

And it will probably be a rewarding 
undertaking. In this issue you can read about the 
discovery of a previously unknown population of 
Northern Metalmarks in New York State.  It is 
likely that this population has been there for a long 
time, but was never visited at the right time by a 
person who would have been able to recognize 
Northern Metalmarks and their significance.  

Other recent surprising finds by exploring 
butterfliers include what is probably the largest 
population of Mitchell’s Satyrs in the world 
(American Butterflies 8:4, Winter 2000) and 
previously unknown populations of Miami Blues 
(American Butterflies 14:2, Summer/Fall 2006)

In searching for new populations of butterflies, 
some areas yield a higher likelihood of success 
for the butterflier.  Midtown Manhattan, in New 
York City, does not seem like fertile ground for an 
undiscovered population of Hessel’s Hairstreak.  
And, unfortunately, no one I know has a magical 
map! So, where and when should you look?  
Everywhere and whenever other people aren’t 
looking.  Areas where few people are searching 
include southeastern swamps (see Mitchell’s 
Satyr) and coastal islands (see Miami Blues).  
Isolated canyons and mountaintops, far from 
population centers would be other good choices 
for some spectacular finds.  But unexplored 
natural areas close to home may also turn up 
important colonies of butterflies. 

Now that spring has arrived, it’s time to set 
out exploring.  I can’t guarantee that, like Dora, 
you’ll always succeed in finding what you’re 
looking for, but I can come close to guaranteeing 
that you’ll have fun!  
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