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From the Editor  
 

 It has been a while since the last issue (May–June) of the Arizona Skipper was sent out. 
For 8 years, Hank Brodkin did a fantastic job of getting the Arizona Skipper out on a regular 
basis, letting everyone know of the stimulating meetings and field trips for which SEABA is 
known. In addition, Hank had been handling the SEABA website.  Thank you, Hank, for a job 
well done. 

Late last year, Hank passed the baton for both the newsletter and the website to CJ 
Vincent whose enthusiasm and experience with graphics seemed a perfect match for this difficult 
and time-consuming task. His first Arizona Skipper (March-April 2009) was a joy to behold with 
color photographs of butterflies and gardens on almost every page. Unfortunately, the work of 
running his own business (a nature preserve bed and breakfast) made it difficult to continue the 
Arizona Skipper with this high quality look. CJ was able to get out a somewhat shortened 
(though still eye-catching) second edition of the newsletter (May-June), but beyond this, his 
other commitments made it impossible to continue the newsletter or the website. Thanks CJ for 
your beautiful contributions.  

 In light of the need to communicate with our members, I very recently have committed 
to be the “interim” editor of the newsletter until such time as someone who has a lot more 
graphic arts talents than I will step forward to either take over this task entirely or work with me 
on it. Because of the beautiful job CJ did on the new layout of the Arizona Skipper, the bar has 
been raised and members expectations of what the newsletter should look like have been raised 
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as well. For my first issue, as you can plainly see, I have chosen to go back to Hank’s simpler 
format (although I am using a handful of photos in this issue). Maybe in future issues with a little 
more time, I can attempt to have a little punchier newsletter with more graphics. Remember, if 
you have any comments either positive or negative, please feel free to let me know. I want this 
newsletter to serve your needs. If you believe you can do a better job, my feelings will not be 
hurt and I will be more than happy to welcome you as the next “permanent” editor.  

Fred Heath 
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Message from the President 
 
A recent trip to Madera Canyon in the Santa Ritas reaffirmed to me why butterfly watching is so 
fantastic.  The sun was warm, the sky was crystal clear, and hopes ran high.  During a couple of 
hours I saw dozens of Arizona Sisters, soaring down the streambed, gathering at mud.  Watching 
these beauties sit in the sun, slowly opening and closing their wings is a sight I will never get 
tired of. 
I also spotted Mexican Yellow, Echo Azure (or whatever we are calling western populations of 
Spring Azure these days), Marine Blue, Red-spotted Admiral, American Lady, Painted Lady,  
Canyonland, Red, and Red-bordered Satyrs, Funereal Duskywing, and Arizona Giant-skipper, 
among others.  What a great day! 
The best sighting was not of a butterfly, however.  While attempting to take a photo of a 
Canyonland Satyr, I turned around to see an adult black bear 15 feet from me!  Needless to say, I 
forgot about the butterfly!  We were both startled and moved in opposite directions.  The bear 
headed upslope, where I was able to get a couple of photos at a safe distance.  After my heart rate 
returned to a reasonable level, I continued chasing butterflies. 
This is my way of urging you to get out into the ‘field’, whether it’s your backyard, a park, or 
wilderness area.  Get out there- you never know what you might see.  The fall is a great time to 
look at butterflies in southern Arizona.  Bring on the rabbitbrush and desert broom blossoms. 

Jeff Babson 

****************************************************************************** 

MEETINGS 

Meetings are all held at the Tucson Botanical Gardens on the third Tuesday of the 
month - January through May and September through November - 7:00 to 9:00 PM in the 
Education Building unless announced otherwise.  The Gardens are located at 2150 North 
Alvernon Way, south of Grant.  

 

If you would like to volunteer to give a program or have an idea of someone who might 
be willing to do so, please contact:  John Rhodes at 520-444-2724 / jrbutterflymagic@aol.com 
or Mary Kay Eiermann at 520-615-5164/ mkeiermann1@juno.com 
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Upcoming Meetings 
October 20, 2009   
 Speaker and Topic to be announced  
November 17, 2009  
 Jim Verrier – Larval Host Plants of Southeast Arizona 
January 19, 2009  
 Hank and Priscilla Brodkin – Topic yet to be decided 

 
Past Meetings 

 
September 15, 2009   “An Introduction to the Longwings” by Jeff Babson 
 Our very own president, Jeff Babson presented a talk focused on the longwing sub-family 
(Heliiconiinae) of the brush-footed butterflies (Nymphalidae) most of which are found mainly in 
the tropics. Our best known SE Arizona species is the Gulf Fritillary.  During this enlightening 
and entertaining presentation, we learned many interesting facts. One of which is that these 
butterflies collect dissolved pollen through their proboscis to provide necessary proteins.   
****************************************************************************** 

FIELD TRIPS 
Note for all field trips: Beginners are welcome on all field trips and easy strolls. A 

donation of $5 per person ($3.00 for the Easy Strolls) to benefit SEABA will be appreciated. A 
copy of the new SEABA butterfly checklist will be given to all who make that donation.  Leaders 
donate their time and expertise.  We will carpool as much as possible. High clearance vehicles 
may be necessary on some trips. Remember to share gas expenses.  Always dress for the field; 
because we will be walking and exploring on rough terrain, wear sturdy shoes. Be sure to bring a 
hat, plenty of water, sunscreen and lunch, a pair of binoculars (close focus if possible) and 
camera.  
 

October SEABA Field Trip 
 
On SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3, Hank Brodkin, SEABA Field Trip Coordinator Emeritus and 
(most recently), co-author of The Butterflies of Arizona, will guide us to Garden Canyon in the 
Huachuca Mtns near Sierra Vista for some of the regional fall-flying specialties such as 
Chiricahua White, Red-bordered Satyr, and Huachuca Giant-Skipper. And who knows what 
strays may have flown up from Mexico?  As Garden Canyon is located on an active military 
post, only US citizens may attend. You will need picture ID. Drivers will also need proof of 
registration and insurance. If traveling from Tucson, we will meet at 8:15 AM on the northwest 
side of the Houghton Road and I-10 exit. We will carpool from that site, leaving at 8:30 AM. 
Otherwise, you may meet the group at the parking area just inside the main gate at Ft. Huachuca 
in Sierra Vista (Fry Boulevard & SR 90) at 9:30 AM. 
 
Further info from Elaine Halbedel (520 318-8614 after 3 PM or Inannaqoh@aol.com). 
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March Weekend Field Trip to Anza-Borrego  
 

SEABA is very fortunate to have Fred Heath --- who will be our new Field Trip Coordinator as 
of April, 2010 --- lead us on a dedicated trip to see Sonoran Blues at Anza-Borrego Desert Park 
in California on the weekend of March 13-14. Aside from our target species, we will be looking 
for many other of the specialties of this area such as California Patch, Wright's Metalmark, 'Loki' 
Juniper and Bramble Hairstreak as well as flowers, reptiles, and birds. 
        This notification is very early because hotel/motel accommodations in the area are sparse 
and you will need to make your reservations ASAP. This is prime wildflower blooming season in 
that area of the state, which accounts for some of its popularity. It is also possible to camp at the 
park, though no advance reservations for March of 2010 are yet accepted since the campground 
reservation process is currently under review by the California Parks system. Some suggested 
hotels/motels are listed below (thanks, Cindy!), along with approximate pricing. You should 
contact those of interest yourself, since pricing and availability may change. 
    Borrego Ranch Resort & Spa  ($179/night);     Stanlunds Resort and Spa    ($75) 
    Hacienda del Sol   ($75);                                   Borrego Springs Resort   ($77) 
    Palm Canyon Resort      ($150) -- gives you access to Borrego-Palm Canyon in the park 
    Borrego Springs Hotel Resort & Country Club  (>$250) 
    Warner Springs Ranch        ($115) --30 miles west of the park  
 
    The approximate itinerary includes arrival in the area on Friday night. On Saturday we will 
explore Plum Canyon (the best area for our target Sonoran  Blue) and nearby sites. Plan on being 
in the field most of the day and having a joint dinner (somewhere to be decided) that evening. 
We will spend a few hours on Sunday morning at another site to be determined and then you are 
free to return home in the afternoon. 
        Two books are recommended for this trip. The first of these is BUTTERFLIES & THEIR 
FAVORITE FLOWERING PLANTS: ANZA-BORREGO DESERT STATE PARK & ENVIRONS 
by Lynn & Gene Monroe. (see editor’s note below for book availability) The second is AN 
INTRODUCTION TO SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA BUTTERFLIES by Fred Heath with 
photographs by Herbert Clarke. This book is available from Amazon.com, the NABA bookstore 
(http://www.butterflybuzz.com/books ) or from Mountain Press Publishing Company 
(www.mountain-press.com). Both are PROFUSELY illustrated. Between the two books, we 
should be prepared for anything that Anza-Borrego may produce for us! 
    If you are interested in this trip, please RSVP to me at 520/318-8614 (after 3 PM) or to 
Inannaqoh@aol.com. Further meeting place details, etc., will be sent out closer to the time. 

 
Editor’s Note: The highly recommended Anza-Borrego butterfly book with all the food plants is 
not really available through Amazon .com. As Elaine discovered, Amazon suggests it is out of 
print and has it listed as used for $50.99 currently, but it is $17.95 when ordered from the 
authors' website (www.graniteridgenature.com). It is also available at the NABA bookstore 
(http://www.butterflybuzz.com/books ) as well. The authors have told me as a special for the 
SEABA group they are willing to provide a 15% discount (price $15.25) if we order our copies 
in a single order. I am willing to place an order for all who are interested in buying this 
informative book. Let me know by e-mail (fred.heath@earthlink.net) or at the October meeting 
and I will order them in plenty of time for our trip). --FH   
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September Field Trip (Caterpillar Crawl) Report  
SEABAns were privileged to join Jim Brock on a field trip to Florida Canyon in the Santa Rita 
Mts. on September 5th to search for caterpillars and their food plants. Unfortunately, the season 
appeared to be further advanced than expected as well as much drier, so we were a bit short on 
caterpillar species and blooming plants in general.  
However, we managed a decent list of  25 butterfly species. 
 
Caterpillars Seen: 
Arizona Powdered-Skipper, Common Buckeye, Golden-headed Scallopwing 
Manduca rustica (Sphinx moth-see photo below)  
Several unidentifiable moths 

 

            
Rustic Sphinx Moth, Manduca rustica caterpillar on 

Velvet Ash, Fraxinus velutina 
By John Rhodes on September 5th Caterpillar Crawl 

 
Butterflies Seen: 
Admiral:  Red       Ministreak:  Leda 
Blue:  Ceraunus; Eastern Tailed; Marine; Reakirt’s  Orange:  Tailed 
Buckeye:  Common      Scallopwing:  Golden-headed 
Checkerspot:  Elada; Tiny     Skipperling:  Orange 
Duskywing:  Funereal      Snout:  American 
Emperor:  Hackberry      Sulfur:  Cloudless; Orange 
Fritillary:  Variegated Swallowtail:  Giant; Pipevine;  
Hairstreak:  Gray        Two-tailed 
Metalmark:  Arizona; Palmer’s    Yellow:  Mexican 
 
Elaine Halbedel 
Field Trip Coordinator 

 



 

 - 6 - 

CAzBA October Field Trip  
 

Our sister NABA chapter in Central Arizona has a series of field trips throughout the year, 
including this upcoming one in SE Arizona: 
Saturday October 10th, fieldtrip to Sycamore Canyon, Santa Cruz Co., starting at the 
trailhead at 9am. Come and visit an off the beaten path place in Arizona, where birds and 
butterflies abound. Sycamore Canyon is well known in birding and butterflying circles as an 
excellent place to see a wide variety of species. This is a canyon which extends for 6 miles to the 
Mexican border, which provides a pathway for Mexican butterflies to make their way into the 
US. Assuming sufficient rain in Mexico, the canyon can be full of butterflies, particularly 
Sulphurs. It is also a place where a rare vagrant is always possible.  We will meet at 9:00 at the 
parking area at the top of the canyon. There will be no well defined trail so we will follow the 
broad stream bed a ways into the canyon. Recommended is to stay overnight in Nogales on 
Friday night. Please email or call leader for reservations or more information: David Powell at 
vireo@vireos.com  or 602-441-5508 
 
******************************************************************************  

 
SEABA AT THE DESERT MUSEUM 

 
Over the weekend of September 26-27, SEABA participated in the Arizona-Sonora 

Desert Museum’s Butterfly Festival. We had a table near the butterfly garden and across from 
the popular live hummingbird enclosure. Blainey Korff and Gay Gilbert brought live caterpillars 
of Pipevine Swallowtail, Giant Swallowtail, Cloudless Sulphur, and Gulf Fritillary which were a 
hit with kids and adults alike. Doug Mullins provided a beautiful display of specimens for most 

of the local butterflies which enabled 
visitors to see what the caterpillars 
would grow up to be. The Two-tailed 
Swallowtail and the Arizona Sister 
were the most popular in the display 
with people constantly asking, 
“What is that one called?” We may 
or may not have added any new 
members as a result of this outreach, 
but we certainly helped educate a lot 
of folks about butterflies. As Jeff 
Babson said, “If we don't get any 
new members but maybe get people 
to stop spraying pesticides on their 
orange trees to get rid of Giant 

Swallowtail caterpillars, we have done a good thing.” 
 Thanks to Blainey Korff, Carolyn Vieira, Cindy Bethard, Doug Mullins, Gay Gilbert, Jeff 
Babson, John Rhodes, Mary Kay Eiermann, and Pamela Elia (photo above) for giving their time 
and sharing their knowledge (in spite of the 100º heat) to make this SEABA outreach an 
excellent experience for our many visitors.  
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http://seazbutterfly.org  
This is SEABA’s web site.  Unfortunately it is currently being updated. We hope to have it up 
and running soon, providing the latest information on field trips and evening meetings as well to 
see what butterflies are flying and where, what our members are up to and check out numerous 
links to the butterfly world.   

SEABA Board Members 
Please contact SEABA officers for questions, information or suggestions. 
President: Jeff Babson, 520-488-8551 /  jeff@skyislandtours.com 
Vice-president/ Programs:   John Rhodes, 520-444-2724 / jrbutterflymagic@aol.com   
Programs: Mary Kay Eiermann, 520-615-5164/ mkeiermann1@juno.com 
Secretary, Historian: Barbara Terkanian, 520-670-9497/ bterkanian@earthlink.net 
Treasurer: Priscilla Brodkin, Box 1012, Hereford, AZ 85615, 520-803-9700/ 
azbutterflies@cox.net  
Law/Financial Consultant: Herb Trossman, 520-749-5825/  herb62@earthlink.net  
Field Trips: Elaine Halbedel, 520-318-8614/ inannaqoh@aol.com                                           
Web Master: Open                                                                                                                
Newsletter Fred Heath, 520-760-6072/  fred.heath@earthlink.net   
Membership Records: Cindy and Tom Bethard, 520-744-0060/ ctb@perfnet.com 
Education:  Blainey Korff, 520-298-8594/  mbkorff@cox.net  
Publicity: Pamela Elia, pelia@cox.net  

Phaon Crescent /Frog Fruit 

                                                                                        by Pamela Elia       

***************************************************************************** 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
 

New Note: 2009-2010 membership cards will be provided to all members who wish them at 
evening meetings.  Card carrying members can now get a discount at Desert Survivors Nursery.   
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Two types of membership are offered. You may become a member of SEABA only. The $10.00 
annual dues include 6 issues of SEABA’S newsletter THE ARIZONA SKIPPER. If you have 
an E-mail address the newsletter is sent to you electronically. Members without E-mail receive a 
printed copy via the US Post Office. 

You may also choose to join NABA for the annual $30.00 individual dues or the $40.00 family 
dues.  This includes membership in our local chapter. In addition to the SEABA newsletter, 
NABA members receive two quarterly publications, AMERICAN BUTTERFLIES, an 
educational magazine with many full color photos, and BUTTERFLY GARDENER.  We 
encourage you to join NABA. SEABA receives a share of your dues, and the publications are 
excellent. 

SEABA membership renewal notices will be sent to you by the chapter Membership Records 
Keeper. If you have an E-mail address, your renewal notice will come to your in box. Other 
members receive renewal notices via the US Post Office. NABA membership renewal notices 
come from NABA’s national headquarters.   However, please send your NABA and SEABA 
renewals to the SEABA address. The NABA membership checks will be forwarded to NABA. 
This enables SEABA to maintain more accurate records. SEABA receives membership reports 
from NABA, but they do not include the names of persons who reside outside of Pima, Cochise, 
and Santa Cruz counties. The only way we are able to track out-of-area memberships in 
NABA is if renewals are sent to our chapter.             

************** 
 Fill out below, and mail to SEABA, PO Box 1012, Hereford, AZ 85615 

_____Yes, I want to join - _____or renew my SEABA  or NABA/SEABA membership! 
 
SEABA dues only:        __ Local Membership Only $10.00 per household (does not include 
NABA publications) OR 

If you would like to join both SEABA and NABA and receive the NABA magazine and garden 
newsletter enclose a check to reflect the following: 

Dues enclosed (circle): Regular $30 ($60 outside U.S., Canada or Mexico), Family $40 ($80 
outside North America).  Special sponsorship levels: Copper $50; Skipper $100; Admiral $250; 
Monarch $1000. 

Special tax deductible contributions to NABA (please circle): $125, $200, $1000, $5000. 

All dues and subscriptions are payable in U.S. dollars. 

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 
City: __________________________ State: _____________  Zip: ______________________ 
e-mail: ____________________________ Telephone _________________________________ 
For a SEABA Membership List send a SASE to Cindy Bethard, 3551 W Jameson PL, Tucson, 
AZ 85742 (members only) 

Please tell us how you heard about 
NABA____________________________________________ 

Special Interests:      __ Listing   __ Gardening   __ Observation __Photography 


