
Dear Texas Frosted Elfin Surveyor: 

This is a set of guidelines for our butterfly project.  THANK YOU for your participation 
in this project.  It could not be done without you.  If you have any issue or question that 
you believe needs addressing after reading this e-mail “packet,” please let us know ASAP 
so that we can resolve it and pass the resolution along to the other surveyors if needed.   

There are four sections to this document: 

1) General guidelines 
2) Pre-survey guidelines 
3) Field survey guidelines 
4) Post-survey guidelines 



General Guidelines 

I. In the next few weeks, we will identify one or more locations (sites) for you that 
we hope you will be able to survey for Frosted Elfins. For the majority of the 
cases, those locations will be in the counties that you listed as ones you could 
survey in when you signed up for this project.  If you do not like your assigned 
survey locations for any reason, please let us know so we can find someone else 
to survey those locations and find another location that is more in line with your 
preferences. 

II. For each location, we ask that you conduct from one to four Frosted Elfin surveys 
during the March through April 2018 timeframe.  If you can document an adult 
Frosted Elfin during one of the first two surveys, you are done with surveying that 
location.  Congratulations!  If you do not find an adult elfin, we ask that you 
conduct two more surveys at that location in April to look for Frosted Elfin 
caterpillars. 

III. Texas Frosted Elfins use wild indigos (plants in the genus Baptisia) for their host 
plants as far as we know.  Learn how to identify the three species of wild indigo 
that Texas Frosted Elfins are known to use.  They are Blue Wild Indigo (Baptisia 
australis), Nuttall’s Wild Indigo (B. nuttalliana), and Yellow Wild Indigo (B. 
sphaerocarpa).  Unless there is at least one of these three wild indigo species 
nearby, your chances for finding a Frosted Elfin are very slim!  The North 
American Butterfly Association has photos of these three species of host plant on 
their website at www.naba.org/frosted_elfin_photos.html. 

IV. If at any time you hear about good patches of wild indigo or about a location for 
the butterfly itself that you believe we do not yet know about, please convey that 
information to me (jue@naba.org).  It is better for me to sift through redundant 
information than to miss important information that may help lead us to a still-
undocumented population of Frosted Elfins. 

V. We do need to get as accurate of a location as possible about where you are doing 
your surveys.  But it’s more important to get accurate information than wrong 
information.  If you are comfortable getting accurate latitude / longitude using a 
hand-held GPS unit such as a Garmin, that’s great.  But if you have an Apple 
iPhones, you have a built-in GPS unit!   Just go to Apple’s built-in Compass 
utility and it will display your current latitude / longitude.  For users of Android 
phones, Latitude Longitude is a free app that you can download (among others) to 
your cell phone that will provide you with your current latitude / longitude.  One 
trick that you may find useful is to capture a screen shot of your cell phone with 
the coordinates displayed on it.  The procedure for this depends on what brand of 
cell phone and operating system you have.  BUT if you feel technologically-
challenged, don’t fret.  Just keep track of where you are using your car odometer 
and provide approximate distances (e.g., about 100 yards to the west of Farm 
Road 26 at a location about 3.6 miles north of its intersection with Interstate 45).   

mailto:jue@naba.org


VI. The most important thing to keep in mind at all times during your participation in 
this project is that your safety and health is of paramount importance.  If you feel 
uncomfortable about your situation at any time, whether it’s because of your 
health, your car, other people, or whatever, PLEASE go to a medical clinic, turn 
around, or do whatever it may take to safely remove yourself from that situation.   

VII. Please have fun and enjoy the outdoors during your participation in this project. 



Frosted Elfin Pre-Survey Guidelines 

I. We have already contacted the state and federal land managing agencies whose 
lands we want to survey about the possibility of Frosted Elfins on their land,   
Although the contacted agencies are supportive of our study, this does NOT mean 
that you can go on those lands unannounced at the spur of the moment!  Please 
plan on contacting the appropriate land managing agency at least one or two days 
prior to the survey date to let them know about your intentions to access their 
property and perhaps even a week ahead of time.  There may be ongoing land 
management activities (e.g., a prescribed fire) that may be occurring on the day 
you are planning to survey so the land may be temporarily closed to public access. 

II. We will be e-mailing you maps of the conservation areas you will be surveying, 
either in .pdf (Postscript) or .jpg format, along with instructions or latitude and 
longitude on where we want you to survey.  Please review those maps, especially 
the property boundaries so you do not inadvertently trespass on private property.   

III. Please review recent aerial photos of the property you will be surveying if you can 
on your computer.  The satellite view in Google maps (maps.google.com) is a 
good Internet source for this.  You can review those images to help identify other 
areas near your specific survey site where suitable habitat for the Frosted Elfin 
may exist. 

IV. Make sure that you have the necessary authorization letter or permit for providing 
you with access to your survey site.  This is necessary even if you contact the land 
manager ahead of time as you are asked to do in step 1 above.  We provide you 
with the letter or permit should it be required.   Please review that letter or permit 
ahead of time so you understand what you may or may not do while surveying on 
that land. 

V. Reviewed the key identification field marks for Frosted Elfins as well as for the 
various wild indigo species known to be host plants for the elfin.  Identification 
marks that separate Frosted Elfins from similar species, such as Henry’s Elfin, 
should be carefully studied.  Henry’s Elfins uses a different host plant than do 
Frosted Elfins and are usually found in more wooded areas.  An elfin found flying 
near wild indigo is probably a Frosted Elfin but an elfin found flying in an area 
without nearby wild indigos is more likely a Henry’s Elfin. 

VI. Remember that there is absolutely NO COLLECTING of Frosted Elfins during 
these surveys.  All documentation will be through digital photographs. 

VII. The surveys during March will be for adult butterflies but the April surveys will 
be focusing on finding Frosted Elfin caterpillars on wild indigos.  Be sure to 
review the NABA website (www.naba.org/frosted_elfin_photos.html) so you 
know what the caterpillars looks like.  They will be on wild indigos and their 
maximum size prior to pupating will be only half an inch or so. 



Frosted Elfin Field Survey Guidelines 

I. Be sure that you or someone accompanying you on the survey has a digital 
camera or a cell phone that can take a recognizable picture of a Frosted Elfin 
should you find one on your survey.  A survey site can be confirmed as a new 
locality for Frosted Elfins only if a diagnostic photograph of a Frosted Elfin can 
be provided!  If a photograph was not possible but the survey site was one for 
which no previous record for a Frosted Elfin had been documented, the survey 
site will be classified as a possible locality for the elfin until such a photograph 
can be provided. 

II. Please note the starting and ending times for each field survey on the vehicular 
mileage form that you will fill out for each trip.  This information will help 
control for sampling effort. 

III. If you go to a survey site and do NOT find any wild indigos or Frosted Elfins, 
please fill out a data entry sheet anyway.  Negative data (i.e., lack of wild indigos 
or Frosted Elfins) is still data!  If you find no host plant or Frosted Elfins, just fill 
out the top portion of the form, indicate there was no host plant found, and 
describe the area where you surveyed relative to the plants that were there or not 
there.  That will help us know the type of habitat to not look for Frosted Elfins in 
the future. 

IV. When you find a Frosted Elfin, you will fill out a data entry form about the 
sighting.  Remember to write down a detailed description of where you found the 
elfin OR obtain a latitude / longitude reading for the location where you found it.  
If possible, please report the location in decimal degrees with at least four decimal 
points (i.e., 31.4029, -94.2595 degrees rather than degrees, minutes, seconds.   
Also, be sure to write down the estimated number of elfins you saw at that 
location as well as filling in the other information on the data entry form. This 
should be done BEFORE you leave the location where you found the butterfly. 

V. When leaving the location where you documented the Frosted Elfin, drive at least 
a mile before stopping to look for Frosted Elfins again should you want to do so.  
The one-mile distance is the minimum estimated distance between different 
populations of Frosted Elfins. 

VI. If you are accessing remote areas using a vehicle, please make sure that someone 
who is not accompanying you knows where you are going so they can seek help if 
you become stranded.  Cell phones may not work in remote areas. 

VII. Although we will provide you with what we believe are the most up-to-date maps, 
not everyone may be aware of the exact boundaries.  If someone questions you 
about what you are doing, present them with your identification, the project letter 
(which we will provide you), and any agency permission form.  If they still 
question your presence there or claim that you are trespassing, apologize and 
return to an acknowledged public area and continue the survey to the extent that 
you are able.  Report the incident to us and we will take it up with the land 
managing agency as necessary.  



Frosted Elfin Post-Field Survey Guidelines 

I. Please fill out the vehicle mileage form with your total mileage for the survey 
trip.  If you do not want to be reimbursed for mileage, please fill it out anyway 
and just note that you do not want to reimbursed.  These types of data such as 
time in the field and mileage traveled are important statistics from a cost-share 
perspective. 

II. Send the vehicle mileage form, the data entry form, and the documenting 
photograph of the Frosted Elfins seen after the survey to:: 

Dean K. Jue 
 3455 Dorchester Ct. 
 Tallahassee, FL 32312 

or you can scan the forms and send them along with any photographs to 
jue@naba.org.  Medium-resolution .jpg images of about one to two megabytes 
in size are usually adequate. 

III. You will get reimbursed for your gas mileage at 53.5 cents per mile from your 
residence to the survey site for each field survey.  However, be aware that the 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) grant to NABA stipulates 
that the TPWD is to be billed quarterly. The third quarter runs from March 
through May, with the billing due on July 30th.  Consequently, it may be 
summer 2018 before you get reimbursed for your mileage.  If this presents a 
problem for you, please let me know as soon as possible at jue@naba.org. 
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