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Butterfly reports for March of 2014 were 
more than doubled those from 2013. This was 
surprising since winter still had its hold in areas 
north of Tennessee and North Carolina in the 
east and there were only 4 reports for March. 
For the first time in more than ten years there 
were no reports of butterflies from Wisconsin 
in March.  Other areas of the United States 
fared much better and the butterfly reports were 
steady from southern and western states. 

Alice Anderson reported a Gulf Fritillary on 
March 1 in a private garden in Dona Ana Co., 
NM and later she reported three Gulf Fritillaries 
and noted, “I have seen more Gulf Fritillaries 
in March 2014 than in my previous 32 years of 
butterfly watching in southern New Mexico.”  
Elsewhere in the West, Jeanette Klodzen 
saw a Milbert’s Tortoiseshell along the Little 
Cottonwood Canyon Trail, Salt Lake Co., UT on 
March 3 and Jan Chu observed three species on 
Mar 9 in Deadman’s Gulch, Roosevelt National 
Forest, Boulder Co., CO including a newly 
emerged Orange Sulphur. 

March reports for California included 
Pipevine Swallowtails flying in Carquinez 
Shoreline Park, Contra Costa Co., CA on March 
1 by John Heyse; a Pearly Marble, reported 
by Dennis Holmes, flying nearly 5 weeks 
earlier than last year at Horsetown-Clear Creek 
Preserve, Shasta Co., CA; three Moss’ Elfins 
seen on San Bruno Mountain, San Mateo Co., 
CA observed by Rob Santry, Dennis Holmes, 
Ken Wilson, and Dave Bartholomew on March 
14; and 16 species seen by Rob Santry on 
March 23 in Anza-Borrego Desert State Park 
CA including an Arizona Powdered-Skipper an 
uncommon butterfly there and a lifer for Rob.

In the northern states, in the East, 
highlights for March included a report of 
three overwintering species by Rick Borchelt, 
including seven Eastern Commas on March 
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The plight of south Florida butterflies 
is dire but the mix of butterflies there 
is leavened by the continual influx of 
new individuals and species from the 
Bahamas and Cuba.  

Top: A Bahamian Swallowtail — one 
of six seen on May 24th on Elliott 
Key, Miami-Dade Co., FL by Mark and 
Holly Salvato. Twenty-five years ago 
there was a colony of the Bahamian 
subspecies of Bahamian Swallowtail 
on Elliott Key, but it eventually 
winked out.  The current population 
appears to be derived from the Cuban 
subspecies, a representative of which 
was first seen in the United States by 
Paula Cannon in Sept. 2006  on Big 
Pine Key.  Time will tell if the current 
population survives.

Bottom: Schaus’ Swallowtail still 
hangs on, on Elliott Key.  This 
individual was one of fourteen seen 
on May 24th by Mark and Holly 
Salvato.  Its continual survival is 
problematical as, despite being listed 
as federally endangered for more 
than thirty years and the expenditure 
of millions of dollars, little has 
been learned about the details of 
this species’ biology.  Without that 
information, there is no rational way 
to improve or create new habitat.
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