The Caterpillars of Massachusetts 2009

A summary of my notes and findings

Sam Jaffe

The notes below regarding caterpillar location, hostplant, and season, etc. are
based solely omy experiences with these organisms in the field during the spring,
summer, and fall of 2009. No information provided here should be taken as exhaustive
and Wagner* and others provide much more complete hostplant and general life history
information. Howvever, the information below may be especially relevant to those in
eastern and central Massachusetts who wish to search for these species, as my
experiences may provide clues to local host plant preferences, generational timing, and

area hotspots for ceitaspecies.

Many species accounts are accompaniethbmbnail linksto larger images

hosted on my website. These photographs are the result of an ongoing project of mine to
try and capture the unique beauty and strangeness of these organisms, tvhitaate
time trying to convey information about their morphological and behavioral biologies. |If

you have any trouble with the links, the images are hosted on my pbase website at

www.pbase.com/spffei n t he gall ery fAThe Caterpillars o
wi || be on display at Audubondés Broadmoor Wi
and July of 2010, and will be on exhibit at

Spring or Summer of 201lnformation regarding the sales of my prints and notecards is

available ahttp://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/prints for sale

Sam Jaffe 2009
spaffe@gmail.com
www.pbase.com/spjaffe

Taxonomic ordering and many identifications thanks to:
*Wagner, David L. Caterpillars of Eastern North America: A Guide to
Identification and Natural History . New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 2005.
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LIMACODIDAE 1 SLUG CATERPILLARS

- Tortricidia pallida (Redcrossed Button Slug)

(0]

Location: Mostly Great Blue Hill, Buck Hill, and Chickatawbut Hill in
Canton and Milton. Also in the Great Black Swamp of Millis and

Medway. Present but scarce in other locations.

Hostplants: | only found them on oaks. Especially scarlet oak in the
higher areas of the Blue Hills, and red oak in swamplands.

Season: Early instars first appeared in the Blue Hills in mid August and
abundance peaked in early September. Numbers declingdysioavards

end of September but fifth instars, especially parasitized individuals, were
present through Octobel’9

Notes: Redcrossed slugs have a flattened appearance compared to other
Tortricidia | have found and are extremely shiéilce. These, and many

other slugs, eat leaves straight across, like they have been cut by scissors
if you see this sort of damage it is likely that a slug caterpillar is near by.
However, the best way to look fdortricidia slugs is simply to turn over
leaves and branches from knee height to eye level in open oak woodlands.

- Tortricidia flexuosa(Abbreviated Button Slug)

(0]

Location: Prolific in the Blue Hills, especially in the middle to upper
elevations. Present, but less abund@ntnany other spots in eastern
Massachusetts. | also found some in the central part of the state on Mt.
Wachusett and Watatic. Also Drumlin Farm Drumlin. etc.

Hostplants: All oaksi Abbreviated slugs seem to show less of a
preference for red and séetroaks compared fgallida, though they are
stil |l c ommo n dlexuosabnessadet, red, $ciuly, ehesmat,e n
chestnut scrub, and white oaks. These slugs were also common on some
other host plant groups, especially beech and black cherry.

Season: | found scattered early instars in early August, abundant middle
too late instars from late August through late September, and a few
apparently healthy fifth instars into the middle of October.

Page3 of 79


http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/image/117439227

0 Notes: T. flexuosgroved to be a dominant slug iastern Massachusetts.
Carefully searching scarred, reddened, oak leaves in the Blue Hills always
turned up numbers. Of the caterpillars | raised, | expected many early
instars to grow into the Reglyed Button SlugHeterogenepbut all ended

up beingT. flexuosa Looking online at Bugguide.net and some private
pages, manflexuosahave been miglentified as the reéyed slug,
Heterogenea shurtleffiBe careful Wagner suggests Rexyes have

yellow anterior collar.

- Packardia eleganéElegant Tailed Slug)

0 Location: Only seen at Broad Meadow Brook Audubon Sanctuary in
Worcester. They were common on low growing black cherry saplings at
the edge of a recently cut poplar stand.

0 Hostplant: Seenonly on black cherry

0 Season:Middle instars collected in late August, grew to final instars by
early September.

o0 Notes:These really glow from the inside!

- Packardia geminatédJeweled Tailed Slug)

0 Location: Only found two ndividuals. One was halfway up Buck Hill in
the Blue Hills, and one was within the Charles River Floodplain in
Medfield.

0 Hostplant: Found one caterpillar on chestnut oak and one on a very small
Ericaceae shrub, probably young sheep laltalnjia angustolia).
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0 SeasonEarly August in the Blue Hills, end of August in Medfield. It
seems this is an earlier slug species.

0 Notes:All were parasitized. Slugs in general seem to be particularly hard

hit by braconid wasp and fly parasitoidi$ you raise thesspecies do not

be surprised if most or all of your specimens are effected.

Lithacodes fasciol&Yellow-shouldered Slug)

o Location: Found throughout eastern and central Massachusetts. Rarely
seen in quantity but present at most locatiand within most habitats.
Specific locations include the Blue Hills, various spots in Medfield, Millis,
and Medway, Fowl Meadow, Wompatuck State Park, Harvard Forest in
Petersham, Montague Plains, Wachusett Mountain and Meadows, and
elsewhere.

o Hostplant: Many. Especially buckthorn, oak, and black cherry.

0 Season:Somewhat early for a slug, | was finding this species from the
first of August through early and mid September.

o Notes: To find these slugs, look for straight cut across leavesltaleel
sign of slug feeding that is especially easy to see on cherry and buckthorn.
L. fasciolaare often on fresher, greener foliage than other slugs. They had
the highest parasitism rate of any slug in my collection.

Apoda biguttatgShagreened Slug)

o Location: A broad range of habitats from the upper regions of the Blue
Hills to the swampy lowlands of the Great Black Swamp in Millis and
Medway.

o0 Hostplant: Shagreened slugs were especially fond of scrub oak and white
oak in the Blue Hills, but did show up on red oak a few times in the
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(0]

swamps of Medway and Millis. The glaucous undersides of scrub oak
leaves match this caterpillars appearance closely.

Seasonil was surprised to find these slugs already in their fimgthr by
mid August. | found many larg&podabefore other slug species had
developed past tiny unidentifiable spots on leaves. A few final instar
shagreened slugs remained into early September.

Notes: Put these under a dissecting microscogach a fatastic texture.

- Apoda yinversum(Yellow-collard Slug)

© O 0O

Location: A single individual on hickory at Wompatuck State Park
Hostplant: Butternut hickory

Season: Middle instar in mid August.

Notes: Individual was in bad shapefter a single day in captivity clearly
dead with parasitoid fly pupa lying nearby.

- Prolimacodes badi&Skiff Moth Slug)

o

Location: From the summit area of Great Blue Hill in Canton to the
swamps of Millis and Medway. Widespread. By far most common on
Great Blue Hill though.

Hostplant: Mostly oaksi red, scrub, white, and chestnut in the Blue

Hills. | also found a few individuals on black cherry.

Season: Middle instars started appearing out of thin air in very early
August, and | collected an enorosfinal instar October'8

Notes: To find them, look for classic slug caterpillar leaf damage and turn
over many leaves and branches. This species was often parasitized by fly
| arvae and on most, the parasitoidébs
very variable species, with some extremely beautiful individuals.
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Phobetron pitheciuriMonkey Slug / Hag Moth)

0 Location: Rather common on Great Blue Hill in Canton, especially along
the sides of the ski slopes and the summit paths. | also found a good
number in Millis, Medway, ad Medfield.

o Hostplant: Scrub oak, red oak, scarlet oak, black cherry, amelanchier,
apple, rose, and buckthorn.

o0 Season:| began finding middle instars in late August, and continued
finding caterpillars through Octobef'9 Abundance peaked in mid
Septembr.

0 Notes: You have to really be looking for these to see them. They eat
leaves straight across like other slugs, which helps in any search, but
unless you have them in mind it is easy for your eyes to pass right over
one. Many times | would see onetmoaderstand it as an animal, move
on, and have to go back and retrieve it after my brain had a chance to sort
things out.

Isa textual(Crowned Slug)

o Location: Common abng the upper roadway and pathways of Great Blue
Hill in Canton. Seen in other locations aswell but less aburidéliitis
and Medway, Walpole, Wachusett area, Broad Meadow Brook in
Worcester.

0 Hostplant: Almost all finds were on oak, but single exceptiorgduded
beech, hickory, and elm.

0 Season:Late season. First individuals were found in early September,
healthy final instars into mid October. They were most abundant in late
September.

o0 Notes: Very highly parasitized.
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- Adoneta spinuloide@urplecrested Slug)

(0]

Location: | found two groupings on Great Blue Hill in Canton, mostly
middle elevation, a few individuals in the swamps of Millis Metway,
and a cluster at Broad Meadow Brook Audubon in Worcester.
Hostplant: Especially black cherry, but also buckthorn, and red and
scarlet oak.

Season:| found these from late August to late September. They seem to
have a prolonged final instar, asividuals | kept track of in the wild
developed very slowly through this final stage.

Notes: If you find a purplecrested slug, spend some time searching-knee
high foliage nearby | always found this species in clusters. Many slugs
seem happy on introdad buckthorns and the plants are easy to search
the simple rounded outline of the leaves cannot hide a slug's straight
across eating habits. Purgeested slugs, along with yelleshouldered
slugs, were heavily parasitized by a braconid wasp.

-

- Euclea delphini(Spiny OakSlug)

o

Location: Sadly, only one individual this year, crawling across an open
parking lot at Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge. Lastayd had a few on
the slopes of Buck Hill in the Blue Hills.

Hostplant: Unknown, last year | found them on scarlet oak.

Season: | found the early final instar caterpillar on Septembét 14
Notes: | wish | had more experience with this spegiesaybe nekyear.
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HESPERIIDAE 1T THE SKIPPER BUTTERFLIES

- Epargyreus clarugSilver Spotted Skipper)

(0]

Location: Abundant throughout eastern and central Massachusetts.
Specifically, the Blue Hills ski slope in Canton, fields avakte places in

Millis and Medway, parking lot edges of Wompatuck State Park in
Hingham, Harvard Forest in Petersham, Montague Plains, Great Meadows
NWR in Concord, Broad Meadow Brook Audubon Sanctuary in

Worcester, Wachusett Meadows, Martin Burns WMA miury,

Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary, and elsewhere.

Hostplant: Bristly locust Robinia hispida and black locust in June,

mostly black locust in midsummer, and black locust, groundnut, and two
individuals on bush clover in the late summer and fall.

Season:June through October. Three generations occurring, at least in
some spots, with the fall generation covering the most territory and
producing the most caterpillars. Maximum abundance was in late August
and early September.

Notes: Quickly became an olftiend on my caterpillar hunts. Look for

early instars below diagnostic folded over leaf flaps, older instars in
multiple leaved tents. If you examine foliage adjacent to a large
caterpillar, you can usually find a complete set of different sized shelter
used as the skipper grew. One small locust in a Medway field held eight
final instar caterpillars.

- Erynnis icelugDreamy Duskywing)

o

(0]
(0]

Location: Two individuals, one in a dry field in Milliand one along the
power line cut of Broad Meadow Brook Audubon in Worcester.
Hostplant: One on knee high aspen and one on six foot bigtooth poplar.
Season:An early instar in Millis in July and a final instar at Broad
Meadow Brook in mid/late August.

Notes: | think that there were many more of these to be fauhdid not
focus too much time and energy on searching for their enclosures.
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- Erynnis brizo(Sleepy Duskywing)

0 Location: Single find on top of Chickatawbut Hill in the Blue Hills
0 Hostplant: Scrub Oak
0 Season:Mid Summer

- Erynnisjuvenalif Juvenal 6s Duskywing)

0 Location: Higher, dryer, areas of Great Blue Hill, Buck Hill, and
Chickatawbut Hill in the Blue Hills. Also one from the Moose Hill
powerline cut in Sharon.

0 Hostplant: Favorite seemto be scrub oak, but also red and scarlet oaks.

0 SeasonAt various times throughout the summer | found early instar
Erynnis on oak these may have been one of a number of species.
Concentrated searches in late September and Octobepiioaeel very
productive for final instar identifiable caterpillars.

o Notes: Caterpillars that | felt comfortable identifying jsenaliswere
yellowish green with broad yellowish subdorsal stripes and six orange
spots on the head capsule. Caterpillath & more bluish hue and
narrower white subdorsal strip are |

- Erynnis horatuf Hor aced6s Duskywing)

o Location: West Bridgwater and Great Blue Hill in Canton.

o0 Hostplant: Scrub, black, and red oak.

o Season:| collected a finalristar larva on August 8n West
Bridgewater. More in late September and early October. There should
have been fulprown caterpillars in early Summer from the first flight, but
| never came across any.

o0 Notes: See notes fguvenalisi horatiusseemdo lack the yellow hue of
its close relative.
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- Erynnis baptisiadWild Indigo Duskywing)

0 Location: Dry fields and waste places in Millis and Medway, the
northern ski slopes of Great Blue Hill in Canton, and Myles Standish State
Forest.

0 Hostplant: | only saw them on wild indigo.

0 Season:Final instar caterpillars, éier already having erupted with
braconids or a few days from erupting, were found in early July and then
again in early October.

o Notes: 100% of the two dozen or so caterpillars | hunted down this year
were parasitized by braconid wasps. | suspectah#te time | was

searching, healthy individuals had already pupated leaving behind only

slower growing parasitized caterpillars for me to find. | hope this is the
case at any rate.

- Pholisora catullugCommon Sootywing)

o Location: | found a single caterpillar along the flowery edge of a crop
field at the Blue Hills Brookwood Farm.

0 Hostplant: A showy species of Amaranth.

0 SeasonFinal instar in mid August, this pupated and produced an adult in
late August.
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PAPILIONIDAE 17 SWALLOWTAILS

Papilio glaucugTiger Swallowtail) & possibly sibling species?

0 Location: All over the state, including the Blue Hills in Canton and

Milton, the Charles River Floodplain in Medfield and Millis, the Black
Swamp of Millis andMedway, Wompatuck State Park and Worlds End in
Hingham, Plum Island and other spots on the North Shore, Broad Meadow
Brook in Worcester, Wachusett Meadows, Mt. Wachusett and Watatic
summits, Montague Plains, Harvard Forest in Petersham, and the slopes of
Mt. Greylock. Caterpillar distribution mirrors adult tiger swallowtail
distribution, i.e. they are present in almost any sapein to open habitat
ranging from sea level waterways to mountain top scrub.

Hostplant: Surprisingly varied. Aspen, bigtooth poplar, cottonwood,

birch, elm, white ash, and black cherry. Most finds were on poplars in the
early part of the season and on black cherry late in the season. These
apparent preferences aside, | found caterpillairsgua broad range of

hosts even within a small area (ex. Wachusett Meadow: black cherry, ash,
aspen)

Season:June to October. Abundant in the Wachusett area in July and
early August and on the Coastal Plain in September. | gather that tiger
swallowtailsin Massachusetts are rather poorly understood, and that there
may be multiple species in the state with different larval seasons.

Notes: Looking on a wider range of plants, and focusing searches on
saplings and young trees along powerline cuts, fialld,woodland

edges, | found more tiger swallowtail caterpillars this past season than in
all the rest of my summers combined.

Al m

Papilio polyxene¢Black Swallowtail)

0 Location: Only a very few caterpillars this year. One fifth instar in late

August at Wachusett Meadows Sanctuary, one fifth instar in September at
the very top of Great Blue Hill, and a scattering of third and fourth instar
cats in October on a farm in Millis.

o Hostplant: Queen annedbdés | ace and carrot .
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0 Season:| did not see a single caterpillar before late August this year.
Last year was a different story with caterpillars showing up in all Summer
and Fall months.

- ‘4 »

- Papilio Troilus(Spicebush Swallowtail)

0 Location: Across the Blue Hills in Milton and Canton, Fowl Meadow in
Readville, Moose hill in Sharon, the Charles River Floodplain in
Medfield, Broad Meadow Brook in Worcester, Oxbow NWR, and
elsewhere.
o Hostplant: | found them predominantly sassafras but spicebush was used
as well.
0 Season:There was rather a lot of discussion about spicebush swallowtail
seasons on masslep thispastyéa | saw my first caterpi
Hills and in Sharon in late may and early June. This first generation was
small and finding caterpillars was a challenge. In mid to late July things
changed and a more abundant and broadly ranging generatam beg
feeding. In mid to late August there were two different age groups
feeding, one of early instars and one of fourth and fifth instars. The last
caterpillars of the year disappeared from sassafras in the final days of
September.
0 Notes: A very easy tdind caterpillar when the timing is right. Just look
for their upward folding leaf homes on sassafras saplings and smaller
trees. |l f you dondét find any | arva fr
look aggin in the late summer and fall when they are cémin

<
v
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PIERINAE T WHITES

- Pieris rapae(Cabbage White)

0 Location: Organic farms in Millis and Canton, fields and waste places in
Readville, Canton, Milton, Medfield, and Millis.

0 Hostplant: Cabbage, mustard seed, broccoli, wintercress. An introduced
wintercress growing in empty lots and disturbed fields produced many
cderpillars.

Season: Beginning to end.

- ColiasSpecies (Orange / Clouded Sulphur)

o Location: Millis in the spring, Bolton Flats in the fall.

Hostplant: Red Clover

o0 SeasonCollected a few eggs and seddnstars in June and swept a few
fifth instars in September.

o Notes:Not an easy to come by caterpillar given the abundance of the
adults. If a concentrated effort is put in, either by searching clover plant
by plant, or by sweeping a net through lactgrer patches, a few
caterpillars can be collected.

o

LYCAENIDAE 1 HAIRSTREAKS, COPPERS, BLUES

- Feniseca tarquiniugHarvester)

o0 Location: |found small populations in the Great Blagkwamp of Millis
and Medway, Fowl Meadow in Readville, the Arnold Arboretum, and at
Harvard Forest in Petersham.

0 Hostplant: Meat! Aphids feeding on alder. | often found the aphid
colonies on the lower internal branches of alder trees and bushes that wer
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growing apart from the main alder stands. Understory alders also proved
productive for both aphid and caterpillar.

Season: Late August through October. Earlier generations should have
been present in the spring and summer months, but it is easéer thres
aphid colonies, and thus track down caterpillars, as they grow larger and
as the trees start to lose their leaves in the fall.

Notes: | collected a few smaller fifth instars to photograph. These
refused to feed on the rather disrupted aphid coldwag for them and
ended up pupating early. | released the smallish resulting butterflies.
Probably not a good species to try and rear.

Additional Note: Marj Rines noted that she has had regular success
raising harvesters and that my experiences maypecal. She also sent
me a link to her Harvester websitgtp://mrines.com/butterflies/harvesters

- Lycaena phlaeaGAmerican Copper)

(0]

(0]

Location: Roadside fields along rt. 109 in Mdland Medway, the Blue
Hills ski slope in Canton, and the dunes of Race Point, Provincetown.
Hostplant: Exclusively sheep sorréll never found any on dock.
Season: A long season with many generations and many opportunities to
find caterpillars. Unfdunately the caterpillars make up for this by being
very secretive.

Notes: | was able to find copper caterpillars by collecting sheep sorrel,
roots and all, from areas where adults were flying. | then placed the plants
in zip lock bags and waited a dayr frass to accumulate under feeding
larva. Even tiny first instar larva can be sorted out in this manner.
Coppers proved very easy to raise.

\

- Satyrium calanugBanded Hairstreak)

o

Location: Abundant in the Blue Hills. Especially common on the

western face and summit of Great Blue Hill but also present on the slopes
of Buck Hill and Chickatawbut. Also numbers at Wompat8dR. in

Hingham.
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(0]

Hostplant: Scrub and red oaks were the dominant hosts in the Blue Hills.
| found a caterpillar on hickory and one eating birch at Wompatuck.
Season: | began finding middle insta&8. calanusround May 18 and the
caterpillars remainedctive through the very beginning of June.

Notes: A large, pretty, and active Lycaenid. | had good luck in the late
evenings, when caterpillars started appearing on the dorsal surfaces of
scrub oak leaves. Being patience and turning hundreds of lelaees

helps.

- Satyrium liparopgStriped Hairstreak)

o

o

(0]

Location: | found caterpillars at Ponkapoag Bog &ieat Blue Hill in

Canton, Fowl Meadow in Readville, and the Great Black Swamp in Millis.
Hostplant: Fresh highbush blueberry and black cherry blossoms. Ate
young foliage in captivity.

Season: Perhaps a bit earlier than banded hairstre&kdiparopsfirst

appeared in early May and were completely absent by the first of June.
Notes: One single highbush blueberry plant along the dirt road to
Ponkapoag Bog contained well over a dozen striped hairstreak caterpillars.
Other than this wonderful bush, cat#lars were only found as singles on
stray cherry and blueberry plants. Focus on fresh buds to find these cats.

- Strymon melinugGray Hairstreak)

0 Location: The ski slopes of Great Blue Hill, roadside fields in Millis and

Medway, and along the powerline cuts of Moose hill in Sharon.
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0o Hostplant: Thi s should be funé t theadell ower s a
bush c¢clover, red clover, purple | ooses
aster. All hostplants on this list, save one, regmesingle finds. During
September and October the rothehded bush clover on the slopes and
summit of Great Blue Hill were loaded with gray hairstreak and tailed blue
caterpillars. In a focused search | found dozerstgfmonand close to a
hundredEvees

0 Season:Despite searching, | found no caterpillars in the spring or early
summer and only scattered fifth instar caterpillars in August. In
September and October | suddenly began finding dozens of larva, all on
round headed bush clover, mostlytire Blue Hills.

o Notes: The abundant fall generation was decimated by parasitoids. Small
fly eggs were found on many caterpillars and black bruises and breathing
tubes were visible on most of the rest. On multiple occasions | withessed
a small fly lay egs on a caterpillar. By the end of the season | took to
traveling with a pin and flicking off parasitoid eggs as | found them. Most
interesting was that the more numerous tailed blues, occupying the same
heads of clover as the hairstreaks, were left ¢etaly untouched!

- Everes comyntadastern Tailedlue)

0 Location: Great Blue Hill in Canton, Fowl Meadow in Readville, and a
roadside field in Millis.

0 Hostplant: | found tailed blues on legume flowers and sedds middle
instar caterpillars were on small hop cloverifolium dubiun) in June,
one was on red clover in early September, and hundreds were on round
headed bush cloveté¢spedeza capitatan September and October.

0 Season:Despite careful searches, | was unable to find more than a few
individuals in the spring and summer. However, in late September | came
across a large population using the abundant flowering and seeding bush
clover on Great Bl uethatthelfall geseratokof s | op e s
tailed blues produces more caterpillars than earlier generations, but
equally, I may have simply missed caterpillar outbreaks on earlier season
legume flowers.

o Notes: Tailed blue caterpillars were remarkably free of obvipasasitoid
damage. This was especially noticeable because the gray hairstreaks that
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they shared flowers with were overridden with parasitoieigeres
caterpillars raised from the September and October generation are
overwintering as larva, whil8trymonfrom the same plants have pupated.

- Celastrinaspecies (Azures)

(0]

Location: The Blue Hills in Canton and Milton, Fowl Meadow in
Readville, Millis and Medway, Moose hill in Sharon, Broad Meadow
Brook Audubon in Worcester, and Wachusett Meadows. | alwaays s
many more butterflies than caterpilldarsompletely missing the larva in
some spots where the adults were abundant.

Hostplant: Highbush blueberry, chokecherry, black checujtivated
spirea, native spireas, alternate leaved dogwood, red osier dogwood,
viburnum, and goldenrod.

Season: | was finding azure caterpillars from early May (blueberry)
through August (spirea) and | saw azures laying on goldenrod flowers in
late augst. The bulk of my azure sightings were in May and June, but
this is when | was most on the lookout for them.

Notes: | have tried to break up my caterpillar sightings into the three
species that | understand live in eastern Massachuselibs, seroti@,
andneglecta Most of what follows is based upon flight times and ID tips
given byHarry Pavulaan and David Wright earlier in the year. It would
be interesting to focus more energy on the caterpillars of this species
group next year.

- Celastrina ladon(Spring Azure)

(0]
(0]
(0]

o

Location: Ponkapoag Bog

Hostplant: Highbush Blueberry

Season: Collected as early instars in early May, all pupated before June
first.

Notes: Although | found many azure caterpillars this spring, these are the
only ones | feel 100% comfiable IDing asC. ladon Other records

could have bee@. serotina
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- Celastrina serotindCherry Gall Azure) *Proldale
0o Location Ponkapoag Bog, Moose Hill Audubon
backyard in Newton.
0 Hostplant: Black cherry, chokecherry, cultivated spirea.
o Season:| found early and middle instar caterpillars at the very end of
May and early Juné these were on floers nearby to where | had
observed flights of probable. serotinain late May.

- Celastrina neglectédSummer Azure)

o Location: Fowl Meadow in Readville, Moose Hill powerline cut in
Sharon.

o Hostplant: Dogwood, spirea, goldenrod species.

0 Season:Late instar caterpillars in early July and early August on spirea
(one cat on dogwood bloom), and eggs in late August laid on Goldenrod.

o0 Notes: ID based solely on season assume caterpillars found in late
June and onward should be this species.

NYMPHALIDAE 1 BRUSH FOOTED BUTTERFLIES

- Polygonia interrogationigQuestionmark)

0 Location: Great Meadows NWR in Concord, Wompatuck S.P. in
Hingham, Great Blue Hill in Canton, and the Charles River Flood Plain in
Medfield.

0 Hostplant: All on young americaelm

0 Season:June and then August.

o0 Notes: Caterpillars were scarce compared to previous years

- Roddia vaualbunCompton Tortoise Shell)

Location: Wompatuck S.P. in Hingham, Fowl Meadow in Readuville.

Hostplant: American elm

Season: Caterpillars foundn early June.

Notes:| 6ve seen this caterpillan a few ti
always on low over hanging elm branches at the edge of substantial wet

woodlands. Wompatuck and Fowl Meadow have been the best spots.

O O OO0
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Nymphalis antiopgMourning Cloak)

0 Location: Waste area off of rt. 109 in Medway, Charles River Floodplain
in Medfield, and Fowl Meadow in Readville.

0 Hostplant: All caterpillar masses were feeding on pussywillow shrubs.

0 Season:Late May to early June.

o Notes: Another bushfoot that | had less luck finding this year than in
years past.

Vanessa cardujPainted Lady)

o0 Location: Great Blue Hill ski slope base.
o Hostplant: | believe Pigweed, or a relative.
o Season:| discovered six fifth instar caterpillars in early June.

Vanessa viginiensimerican Lady)

o Location: Abundant on the slopes and summit of Great Blue Hill in
Canton, also seen along the Moose Hill powerline cuts in Sharon, and at
Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary on Cape Cod

0 Hostplant: Pussytoes, cudweed, and pearly everlasting. Sharon Stichter
straightened me out regarding american lady hostplant use through
masslep this fallé fiThe american | adi e
everlasting, Anaphalisspp.), and not pggtoes Antennariaspp.).
Pussytoes blooms only in the spring, with fuzzy white flowers; the ladies
use the leaves. Pearly everlasting blooms now. They use cudweed
(Gnaphaliums pp) mi dseason. 0 Caterpillars i
eaten the pussytoe pig down to the ground making the plants and the
caterpillars hard to spot without careful searching, while fall generation
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caterpillars were much more visible in pillowy flower petal shelters built
within the racemes of larger pearly everlasting plants.
Season:Allseasonlongl 6ve been finding these
numbers (at least in the Blue Hills) from May through early October, with
only short breaks between broods.

- Limenitis arthemis astyangRedspotted Purple)

(0]

Location: Many spots in eastern and central Massachusetts, but
especially the Blue Hills and the Great Blaake®np of Millis and

Medway.

Hosplant: Predominantly black cherry, but | also found a small group on
crab apple.

Season:| found this species feeding from April until mid September

when they spun and entered their hybernaculum. | believe there were three
full generations this season.

Notes: One of the very first large caterpillars of spring. On April 30th |
found a freshly shed fifth instéara great way to kick off a season.

- Limenitis archippugViceroy)

o

(0]
(0]

Location: Viceroys showed up in nearly every single open habitat that |
searched. The caterpillars were often much more prevalent than the adults.
Hostplant: Willow and poplar sapgs and young trees.

Season: Long season, as withimenitis arthemisThree generations.
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0 Notes: Whenever | came upon a Viceroy caterpillar | could usually count
on finding a bunch more nearbysometimes on the same small plant, but
more often spreadub over a few dozen neighboring saplings. Red
spotted purple caterpillars were generally spaced farther apart than
viceroys. Early instar caterpillars of this and the previous species feed on
tissue at the apex of a leaf, leaving the midvien in tagdbupon. Lying
completely exposed, they look nothing more than an uninteresting fleck of
detritus.

- Euphydryas phaetofBaltimore)

o Location. Don Adamsd backyard in West Bridg
in Hingham.

0 Hostplant: English Plantain.

0o Season:l saw hanging prepupal caterpill ar
and a group of middle instar caterpil!/

o Notes: Thanks Don!

- Danaus plexippugVionarch)
o Location: A few in the Blue Hills and Fowl Meadow. Good numbatrs
Wachusett Meadows and up in Gardner MA.

0 Hostplant: Milkweedsi including swamp milkweed at Fowl Meadow.
0 Season:Caterpillars were quite scarce until mid August and September.

DREPANIDAE i HOOKTIPS and THYATIRINES

- Oreta rosegRose Hooktip)

0 Location: The Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medway.
0 Hostplant: Viburnum nudunvar. cassinoide$ wild raisin. | did not
find them on other nearby viburnums such as arrowood.
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0 Season:Early instar caterpillars began appearing in late June with final
instars by late July and very early August. Moths eclosed quickly in
captivity, suggesting a possible second generatitiough | found no
caterpillars in the late summer or fall.

o0 Notes: | often found caterpillars resting exposed on the dorsal surfaces of

leaves. Chosen hostplants were always in dark swampy understory areas.

- Drepana bilineatg Twin-lined Hooktip)

Location: Boggy lowlands of the Harvard Forest in Petersham.
Hostplant: Birch.

Season:| came across an early final instar on Septemb®r 19

Notes: Fantastic catkin mimic. When disturbed the caterpillars assume a
position reminiscent of a middle instar Furculaead and tail raised,

overall position Vshaped.

O O OO0

- Pseudothyatira/Habrosyne s@@-hyatirid)

o Location. Caterpillars similar to the tufte
guide pg. 142 were found in the Great Black Swamp of Millis and
Medway, the Mt. Wachusett summit area, and thmersit of Mt.

Greylock.

o0 Hostplant: Rosa multiflorabirch, and beech (Mt. Greylock).

0 Season:Late August and September.

0 Notes: Young caterpillars were tan rather than reddish and usually had a
pale saddle mark over their thoracic segments. They asstatieea
Prominertlike position when resting or disturbedear abdominal
segments and anal prolegs raised off the substrate, elevated thorax, head
curled to one side.

Page23of 79


http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/image/115197697
http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/image/117663528

GEOMETRIDAE 17 INCHWORMS Etc.

- Alsophila pometarigFall Cankerworm)

0 Location: Abundant throughout the oak and mixed forests of eastern
Massachusetts. They were especially common at Moose Hill in Sharon,
where many dark forms were present.

o0 Hostplant: Assorted, seemed especially fond of oaks and cherry.

0 Season:Identifiable fall cankerworms began appearing towards the end
of the wintermoth plaguemostly the end of May and beginning of June.

- Macaria sp. (Macaria Pine Angles)

o Location: Anywhere with pines, differeriacaria species from different
pine specis.

o0 Hostplant: White pine, pitch pine.

0 Season:Caterpillars most prevalent in September, though I collected
individuals in July, August, and October as well.

o Notes:| 6ve spent a [Madariadrém pinetreestodirwe epi ng
and get a handle on tigeoups identification not a simple task.
However, using the information on the website
http://www.forestpests.org/caterpillatshas able to identify most
individuals to species leVv (and | confirmed many through rearing last
year!).

- Protoboarmia porcelarigDashlined Looper)

0 Location: Found at Great Blue Hill in Canton, Fowl Meadow in
Readville, and elsewhere.

0 Hostplant: Oak, blueberry, red maple, and | believe a middle instar from
eastern red cedar. They seem to prefer buds and flowers to foliage in the

spring.
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0 Season:One of the first active caterpillars of spring with a few fifth
instars on May L Early to middle instars in September and October.
This species ovawinters as a caterpillar.

- Epimecis hortarig Tulip-tree Beauty)

o Location: Fowl Meadow in Readville, Wompatuck State Park in
Hingham, and the Blue Hills in Milton and Canton.
o0 Hostplant: Spicebush and perhaps less commonly, Sassafras.
o0 Seaon: | saw a good number of early instar caterpillars in mid to late
May and a few scattered fourth and fif
any in the late summer or fall, but the species is quick to eclose in
captivity.
o0 Notes: Search the undersiaé spicebush leaves for the amorphous early
and middle instar caterpillarghese grow quickly, a large fifth instar
beauty is actually rather impressive.

- Eufidonia notataria (Powder Moth)

o0 Location: | swept a handful of individuals from pinakng the edges of

the Moose Hill powerline cut in Sharon.

Hostplant: White pine.

0 Season:Late instar caterpillars in late July.

o Notes: | had witnessed countless powder moths laying eggs along the
powerline cut earlier in the season.

o

- Biston betularigCleft-headed Looper)

o Location: A single large parasitized caterpillar at the top of Mt Watatic.
0 Hostplant: Birch.
0 Season:Final instar in mid September.

- Hypagyrtis estheor similar (Esther Moth)

0 Location: Great Blue Hill in Canton.
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0 Hostplant: White pine.
0 Season:Caterpillars were common in May and June along the road up
Great Blue Hill.

- Phigalia strigataria(Small Phigalia)

o Location: Common in the Blue Hills. Also present in the Great Black
Swamp ofMillis and Medway, Wompatuck State Park in Hingham, and
various other spots.

0 Hostplant: Oak, hickory, black cherry, and others.

0 Season:Caterpillars throughout most of May, with final instars showing

up in late May and early June.
ST SeliieeEs U]

- Phigalia titea(The HalfWing)

0 Location: Especially common in the Blue Hills and surrounding
lowlands, but present in most of the locations | visited in the spring.

o Hostplant: Cherry, apple, blueberry, maple, oak, hickory, white pine and
others.

o Sea®n: | was finding caterpillars from mid May through late June.

y.

- Phaeoura quernarigOak Beauty)

o Location: |found one caterpillar along the entrance road to Wompatuck
State Park in Hingham.

o Hostplant: Black cherry.

0 Season:Collected as an unidentifiable early instar in early July. It grew
surprisingly quickly and pupated before the month was over.
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o0 Notes: Whata fantastic caterpillar, and definitely one to view under a
magnifying glass or through a macro lens. One of our absolute best twig

mimics.

- Caripeta piniata(Northern Pine Looper)

o0 Location: The summit area of Great Blue Hill in Canton.

0 Hostplant: White pine.
0 Season:| found a few final instars in mid October.

- Besma quercivorarigOak Besma)

0 Location: Abundant in the Blue Hills, the Great Black Swamp of Millis
and Medway, Walpole, and other spots.

Hostplant: Oak, birch, maple.

0 Season:Very common from mid July through early August.

o

- Eutrapela clematarigPurplishBrown Looper)

0 Location: The Great Black Swamp of Millis.

0 Hostplant: Viburnum nudunvar.cassinoide$ wild raisin.

o Season:Collected as a middle instar on July"Lpupated in early
August.
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Nemoria sp(Emerald Caterpillars)

0 Location: | found variousNemoriathroughout the state, with specific
records from the Great Black Swamp of Millis and Megwthe Charles
River Floodplain of Medfield, Walpole, Wompatuck State Park and
Worlds End in Hingham, the Blue Hills in Canton and Milton, the Mt.
Wachusett summit area, and Wachusett Meadows.

0 Hostplant: Scrub oak, chestnut scrub oak, red oak, poisorsivggtfern,
and birch.

o Season:| found final instar caterpillars on and off from late July through
early October. They were most abundant in late August and early
September.

o0 Notes: Given the wide range of hostplants and locations, | would guess
that Ihave been finding a few different species of emerald this season.
General morphology has also varied considerably, but these caterpillars
are famous for their variability

identification.

Synchlora aerat§gCamouflaged Looper)

o Location: Massasoit State Park in East Taunton, roadside meadows in
Millis and Medway, Great Blue Hill ski slopes and summit.

0 Hostplant: Goldenrod flowers, goldenrod seed, chrysanthemum

0 Season:Mature caterpillars on August first and a single caterpillar on
Octobe 17"
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Hethemia pistasciari@Pistachio Emerald)

Location: Great Blue Hill ski slopes and summit, Wilson Mt. in Dedham,
and other spots.

Hostplant: Daisy and other flowers.

Season:| see these mostly in the fallSeptember through mid October.

Cyclophora pendulinarigSweetfern Geometer)

Location: Anywhere that sweetfern grows, Great Blue Hill has a healthy
population and so does Moose Hill in Sharon.

Hostplant: Sweetfern

Season:Sizable caterpillars beginning in mid June and continuing through
mid October. Abundant in September and early October.

Notes: Cyclophoraare generally easy to find by sweeping a net through
sweetfern patches. They come in nearly every possible color and are very
pretty for a smaller geometer.

Pleuroprucha insulsarigCommon Tan Wave)

Location: Caterpillars common in most meadows and gardens around the
state.

Hostplant: Flowers and fruit. | saw many on sweet clover this year.
Season: July through October.

Notes: very variable in color and pattern.
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- Scopula limboundaté_arge LaceBorder)

(@)

Location: Buck Hill in the Blue Hills.

Hostplant: | swept a caterpillar from an area containing scrub oak,
chestnut oak, black cherry, and bramble. The caterpillaethon an oak
diet in captivity.

Season:Final instar in mid May

Notes: A very long caterpillar.

- Eulithis diversilineatgLesser Grapevine Looper)

Location: Present on most grapevines, especially on the southeastern
coastal plain (Wompatuck State Park, Medfield, Medway, Millis, Fowl
Meadowé)

Hostplant: | 6 ve onl y nigrapesand t hese o
Season: Scattered individuals from mid June through August.

- Operophtera brumatéWinter Moth)

(0]

Location: Plague numbers in Reallg, the Blue Hills, Wompatuck State
Park, Newton, Moose Hill in Sharon, and elsewhere.

Hostplant: Many trees devastated oaks.

Season: Late April, May, and early June.

Notes: Spring caterpillar hunting can be depressing as you must filter
through thehousands of winter moth larva to find even a single more
interesting native caterpillar. However, it was interesting to see pinion
caterpillars hunting and feeding on wintermoths in areas where they were
abundant enough to be captured with little effort
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- Eupithecia sp(Pugs)

(@)

Location: Anywhere with flowers.

o Hostplant: | 6 v e Eupithexiaon goldenrod, daisy, pearly everlasting,
aster, joepye-weed, viburnum, dogwood, oak, and others.

0 Season:All season long into at least late October.

0 Notes: | dbe interested to know more about Engitheciacaterpillars of

Massachusettsif there are different species utilizing different hostplants

and appearing in different seasons. For now though, a pug is a pug is a

- Lobophora nivigeratgTwo-lined Aspen Looper)

0 Location: The Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medway, and Fowl
Meadow in Readuville.

Hostplant: Bigtooth poplar and aspen.

0 Season:A few final instars in mid July and one in late Augus

o

- Cepphis armatarigScallop Geometer)

0 Location: The Charles River Floodplain of Medfield.

o Hostplant: Feeding on a foot tall choke cherry that was totally overgrown
by a large dense grapevine.

0 Season:One final instar caterpillar on September first.
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MIMALLONIDAE 1 SACK BEARERS

- Lacosoma chiridotgScallobed SaclBearer)

0 Location: Great Blue Hill, Buck Hill, and Chickatawbut Hill in the Blue
Hills.

0 Hostplant: Scrub oak mostly those plants growing in the open as part
of larger scrub oak, pitch pine barreingarely on isolated or understory
plants.

o0 Season:Multiple fifth instars in September and October.

BOMBYCIDAE 1 TRUE SILKWORMS

- Malacosoma americanuiastern Tent Caterpillar)

0 Location: Universal

0 Hostplant: Almost exclusively black cherry in early and middle instars
when caterpillars were still tied to a tent. Later on, fifth instars were found
feeding on many other shrubs and trees.

o0 Season:Late April through June.

%

- Malacosoma disstriéForest Tent Caterpillar)

0 Location: Universal

o0 Hostplant: Many trees, but in my area at least, they seemed to favor
oaks.

0 Season:April through late June.
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- Phyllodesma american@g.appet Moth)

Location: Wells State Park and Wachusett Meadows.

Hostplant: White ash, bigtooth poplar.

Season: Fifth instars July 18 and August 2"

Notes: Both times | found this caterpillar it was not by sight but by touch.
Its quite a surprise to be grabbing for what looke & smooth, hard,

branch and instead come away with one of these muppets!

o O 0O

SATURNIIDAE 1 GIANT SILKWORMS

- Dryocampa rubicund@§Rosy Maple Moth)

0 Location: Wachusett Mt. summit area, Wachusett Meadows, Gardner,
and the Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medway.

0 Hostplant: Sugar and red maples.

o0 Season:| found groups of middle to late instar caterpillars beginning in
early August and single late instar caterpillars at various locations in late
August and early September.

o Notes: This species seems to pick up in abundance the farther west and
northyougd n t he state. | 6ve found them t
the south coastal plain.

- Anisota virginiensigPink-striped Oakworm)

Location: Wachusett summit area.

Hostplant: Oak.

Season: | found many fourth instar caterpillars in early August.

Notes Almost all of the caterpillars | collected were parasitized,
becoming nothing more than dry husks, encasing a living wasp pupa

© O O0OOo
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within. These caterpillar mummies turned up on trips to the Wachusett
area throughout August.

Automeris ia(lO Moth)

0 Location: Moose Hill powerline cut in Sharon.

o0 Hostplant: | collected them from wild indigo but fed them black cherry
and clover in captivity.

o Season:| found eggs and freshly hatched first instars in mid July. The
caterpillars matured slowly compared tnee other silkmoth species, and
fifth instar caterpillars were still feeding in mid to late August.

o0 Notes:Automeris Ideed on a wide variety of plants, so it can be hard to

know where to search. When dealing with specialist species you can

study their labits and come up with a search plan, with uncommon
generalists, finding them may be more a matter of stubborn persistence
and luck than anything else.

4

Hemileuca lucingNew England Buck Moth)

0 Location: Scotland Road in Newbury and Fowl Meadow in Readuville.
0 Hostplant: Meadowsweet.
0 Season:| found a mass of second instars in early June in Newbury, and a
single larger fourth instar in Readville at the very end of June. A captive
caterpillar pupated in diJuly.
o Notes:The only buck moth | évHluegnaier f ound
Hemileuca maigontinues to eluded me.

&
~ l
.." % -
P o
A
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- Antheraea polyphemy®olyphemus Moth)

A

o Location: | 6ve found this species in | ow nu
of the best spotsiclude the Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medway,
the Charles River Floodplain in Medfield, roadsides in Gardner,
Wachusett Meadows, Oxbow NWR in Harvard, and Harvard Forest in
Petersham. | occasionally come across groups of caterpillars feeding
togethe, but more often | find them singly or widely spaced.
0 Hostplant: | 6ve found them feeding on red o0a
maple, black cherry, and birch.
0 Season:Middle instar larva in very late July and early August, late instars
from August throughhte middle of October.
0 Notes: My captive polyphemus managed two broods this seasath
wild caterpillars showing up into the middle of October, | wonder if there
is a natural partial second brood as well. This species appears to be more
sensitive to pgticides and mosquito sprays than other silk moths, as they
experienced much more serious die offs in my collection when mistakenly
exposed to recently sprayed vegetation. This may explain their apparent
absence from the blue hills region.

- Callosamia promethe@Promethea Moth)

o Location: Actually quite common this past season, showing up at Myels
Standish State Forest, the AkarRiver Floodplain in Medfield,
woodlands in Walpole, Great Blue Hill in Canton, Fowl Meadow in
Readville, roadsides and meadows in Gardner, the Wachusett Mt. summit
area, Wachusett Meadows, and a few other spots.

o Hostplant: Black cherry, white ash, and sassafras. Black cherry was a
clear favorite south and east, ash was used frequently in the Wachusett and
Gardner area.

0 Season:| found a few early instars in mid June, but the heart of
promethea season was from early Aughstugh to the end of September.
Interestingly, while caterpillars in the Wachusett and Gardner areas were
entering their fourth and fifth instars in early August, caterpillars in the
Blue Hills were only in their first and second instars. This trendfoeld
multiple groups of promethea, spread out across each region.
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0 Notes: At least for the moment, this species seems to be thriving in the
Blue Hills1 nice to have them so close to Boston.

- Hyalophora cecropigCecropia Moth)

o Location: | found small groups and scattered individuals at Fowl
Meadow in Readville, the Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medway, and
Drumlin Farm in Lincoln.
0 Hostplant: Cecropia appeared on a rather strange assortment of
hostplants this year, including alder, buttonbush, and black walnut. In
seasons past | have found them most often on black cherry.
0 Season:A scattering of second instars at the end of June and begiohin
July and one fourth instar at Drumlin Farm in late July.
o Notes:| 6ve never had too mu¢dafterithisc k f i ndir
years experience, | am going to check for them on a broader range of
hostplants.

SPHINGIDAE 1 SPHINX MOTH CATERPILLARS

- Manduca sext@Carolina Sphinx / Tobacco Hornworm)

0 Location: Throughout eastern and central Massachusetts. Specifically,
Great Bl ue Hill in Canton, Tangerini s
Floodplain in Medfeld, Broad Meadow Brook visitors center in
Worcester, and a vegetable patch at Wachusett Meadows.
0 Hostplant: | found them on cultivated tomato and deadly nightshade.
Single caterpillars were found on nightshade at the summit of Great Blue
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Hilandonaoadsi de pl ant growing in Medfiel
Millis there was a nightshade plant with seven Manduca etusse were

all parasitized.

Season:| found my first tobacco hornworms of the year in mid July, but
they remained relatively scarcetiimid August. High season was the

last half of August and the first half of September, with stragglers into
October.

Notes: An absolutely wonderful species with a charismatic caterpillar and
a large impressive moth. Madeline Champagne has suggestedih

can move them off prized tomato plants and place them on nightshade

i nsteadé sounds good to me.

Ceratomia amynto(Fourhorned or ElIm Sphinx)

Location: Oxbow NWR in Harvard and along a woodland driveway in

Millis.

Hostplant: Amer i can el m. | 6 v € ammtdongood | uck
open understory plantdrees that are 15 to 40ft tall, growing beneath a

larger canopy, but with plenty of open air surrounding them..

Season:l 6ve only ever found this species
fifth instars.

Notes: An extremely cryptic caterpillar when viewed ats the leaves of

its host, which may explain why | have such poor luck searching for early
instars in July and August.C. I 6ve now
amyntorcaterpillars that were found covered in hatched fly éggsually

| would take thes eggs as a death sentence, but the caterpillars thrived,

pupated, and the moths eclosed with no problems.
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- Ceratomia undulos@/Naved Sphinx)

(0]

(0]

(0]

Location: Rt. 109 roadside in Millis, Wachusett Meadotusdubon
Sanctuary, and roadsides and field edges in Gardner.

Hostplant: Ashi often on branches overhanging parking lots, pathways,
and fields, but also occasionally on understory saplings.

Season:A fifth instar caterpillar in early July, many first thugh third
instars in late July and early August, and an enormous fifth instar in early
September it would seem from this that the species is doidseoded

and indeed they act that way when raised in capfivigxts disagree.

Notes: Highly variable olorationi background from yellow green to
almost blue and diagonal stripes may be simple or highlighted with red
and pink. A brown and red form occurs as well. To ID the species, look
for the black granular spots on the anal prolegs. 80% of theaswatly
middle instar larva | collected to raise this season had been parasitized.

- Lapara sp.(Pine Sphinx)

o

(0]
(0]
(0]

Location: Wellfleet Bay Sanctuary on Cape Cod, Great Blue Hill and
Chickatawbut Hill in Canton and Milton, and arkiag lot in Millis.
Hostplant: White pine and pitch pine.

Season: Fifth instar caterpillars found from early August to early Oct.
Notes: Two speciesl.. coniferarum(Pine Sphinx) andl. bombycoides
(Northern Pine Sphinx) are probably represented. h&rgpecimen from
pitch pine on the Cape and a bunch from pitch pine at the top of
Chickatawbut hill may well have beeoniferarumwhile a pair from
white pine in Millis and a single from the base of Great Blue Hill may
have beenombycoides.
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- Dolba hyloeugPawpaw Sphinx)

Location: The Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medway.

Hostplant: llex verticillatai Winterberry.

Season: Fifth instar caterpilles appeared out of nowhere in the last week
of August and the first week of September.

Notes: 100% of the eight or sDolba | found were parasitized by
braconid wasps.

- Smerinthus jamaicensf{$win-spotted Sphinx)

(0]

Location: Fowl Meadow in Readville, roadside fields in Millis and
Medway, the Charles River Floodplain in MedfieWlachusett Meadows,
and Broad Meadow Brook in Worcester.

Hostplant: Aspen and bigtooth poplar.

Season: Common from August through the end of September.

Notes: Caterpillars were often on kndegh saplings and when on larger
trees they were rarely aboege level. Look for saplings with multiple
leaves cut off at the base of the blade, leaving behind a clean cut petiole.

- Paonias excaecaty8linded Sphinx)

(0]

(0]

Location: Fowl Meadow in Readville, Great Blue Hill in Canton,
Walpole, Broad Meadow Brook in Worcester, and elsewhere.
Hostplant: Birch, oak, and willow. | found dozens of eggs and early
instar caterpillars on birch in the Blue Hills, fewer on oak.

Season: Eggs and young caterpillars in early August, fifth instar
caterpillars from mid August through to the end of September.

Page39of 79


http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/image/116656251
http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/image/103614306
http://www.pbase.com/spjaffe/image/103681395

0 Notes: Early instars often have a red and yellow/green banded horn that |
have not observed i n anyatevihstatshre bl i nde
elegant caterpillars with large heads and evenly cylindrical bodies. When
they are defensive or at rest from feeding, they rear up on their hind
prolegs and arch their backs in a beautiful smooth curve. These features
should reliably segrate this species from the chubbier, less elegant, small
headed, smakyed sphin¥Paonias myops

Paonias myopéSmalleyed Sphinx)

o0 Location: Fowl Meadow in Readville, Great Blue Hill @anton, the
Charles River Floodplain in Medfield, the summit of Mt. Wachusett,
Wachusett Meadows, Broad Meadow Brook in Worcester, Gardner, and
elsewhere.

o0 Hostplant: Always on black cherry.

0 Season:| found a second instar caterpillar at the base of (ieat Hill
in late June and continued finding this species with regularity through
early September. A fifth instar at the summit of Great Blue Hills on
October 12 seems to be an outlier.

o Notes: An abundant, variable, and pretty species. Instantly rezable
by its chubby build and small tucked under head. Two individuals from
the Blue Hills this year were bright blue rather than the more common
yellowgreen.

Hemaris diffinis(Snowberry Clearwing)

o0 Location: Great Blue Hill inCanton, Oxbow NWR in Harvard, slopes
and summit of Mt Watatic, and in Foxboro.
0 Hostplant: Introduced and native tall honeysuckles.
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0 Season:First Generatiofi Madeline Champagne gave me a gift of some
first instar caterpillars in late May which pupatgdtbe end of June.
Second Generatianl found forth and fifth instars in the central part of
the state in very early September and fifth instars in the Blue Hills in late
September and October. The summer/fall generation seems to be more
abundant tharhe spring generation.

0 Notes: Despite searching, | found no caterpillars feeding upon bush
honeysuckle or dogbariecaterpillars were always dronicera sp.
honeysuckle.

- Hemaris thysbéHummingbird Clearwing)

o Location: The Great Black Swamp of Millis and Medwagd the
Charles River Floodplain in Medfield have produced many of these
caterpillars. Scattered individuals have also turned up at Fowl Meadow in
Readville, and along Scotland Rd. in Newbury.
0 Hostplant: Viburnums, especially those growing in open swgmp
understories. | Ove seen them on arr owo
o Season:| found eggs and young caterpillars in early and mid June, and
final instar caterpillars in late June and early July. | saw only one fall
generation caterpillar, found Octobét 6
0 Notes: A good number of large caterpillars turned up in late Juhese
were mostly feeding, quite visibly, on the highest leaves of understory
Vi burnums. I 6m often surprised how f a
habitat these caterpillars turn up.
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